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FRANK P. WALSH GIVES INTERVIEW 
ON CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT 


MPLIFYING his reasons for organizing a 
A Catholic Citizens’ Committee for Ratification 
of the Child Labor Amendment, Frank P. 
Walsh, in a recent interview for the New York 
World-Telegram, prophesied that ratification will not 
be won without a struggle due to a widespread cam- 
paign of misrepresentation which has been launched. 
In answer to the fears of many that Congress might 
interfere with the religious education of children, or 
the management of them in the home, Mr. Walsh 
pointed out that for 160 years Congress and the 
Supreme Court have stood as a bulwark to protect 
those very things. 

“There have been attempts by States to interfere 
with individual rights, as guaranteed by the Constitu- 
tion, and the Supreme Court has thwarted them. Ore- 
gon passed a law making it a crime for any one to at- 
tend any school but a public school. The Supreme 
Court ruled against that. Nebraska, Iowa and Ohio 
passed laws prohibiting the teaching of foreign lan- 
guages in the grade schools. That was ruled uncon- 
stitutional. 

“There is no power given Congress by the Child 


Labor Amendment except that of putting an end to. 


child exploitation. The urgency for the passage of the 
Child Labor Amendment is becoming more manifest 
daily. Children are being pressed into industrial toil 
at an alarming rate owing to the increased activity of 
industry and the death of the NRA hagpueriaes for 
child employment.” 

Discussing the charge that the Amendment would 
mean interference with parental rights, Mr. Walsh 
said, “In my humble opinion, those working for this 
Amendment are doing more for the preservation of 
wholesome family life than are the manufacturing 
and business interests responsible for the opposition. 
I have a deep conviction that these groups are delib- 
erately invoking and preying upon the fear that the 
Amendment is an insidious attempt to institute federal 
control over children, and have been lamentably suc- 
cessful in poisoning the minds of many who honestly 
favor the protection of the children of the nation from 
exploitation.” 

Mr. Walsh cited as an example of these tactics the 


Farmers’ States Rights League. ‘“The first States to 
ratify were agricultural States, and immediately this 
new organization inserted columns of advertising in 
newspapers serving smaller towns and rural districts, 
shamefully misrepresenting the Amendment, and 
claiming it was aimed directly at farmers and would 


_ prevent children from helping their parents at home 


and on the farm. Congressman I. M. Foster, of Ohio, 
disclosed the true nature of this League. It was shown 
to be not a farmers’ organization at all but the mouth- 
piece and tool of reactionary textile interests. Its 
president was cashier of a cotton mill store and its 
chief agent was an employee of the Clark Publish- 
ing Company, publishers of the Southern Textile 
Bulletin. 

“It is because I am so firmly convinced that the 
Amendment is a legitimate and necessary measure for 
the elimination of child labor from this country,” Mr. 
Walsh concluded, “‘and am equally certain that the 
opposition is largely self-interested, that I deplore a 
general impression that even a minority of the men 
and women of our faith are opposed to it.” 

Sixteen additional members have joined the Catho- 
lic Citizens’ Committee since the announcement in the 
Match issue of the AMERICAN CHILD. These include 
James T. Moriarty, Commissioner of Labor and Indus- 
tries of Massachusetts; Mrs. Jerome M. Fittz, Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island; Frederick A. Moran, Executive 
Director, Division of Parole, Albany, New York, and 
the following from Greater New York: James J. Bam- 
brick, President of the Building Service Employes 
Union; Charles J. Connolly, Publisher and Editor of 
the Irish Echo; Mrs. W. C. Gable, Secretary, Wake- 
field Taxpayers and Civic League, Bronx; William J. 
Mackin, Chairman, Brooklyn Community Council; 
Dr. Katherine McGillicuddy Lavers, Physician; Anne 
R. Riley, R.N.; F. J. Rooney, Stapleton Community 
Council, Staten Island; Charles A. Saffer, Sr., Chair- 
man, Manhattan Community Council; Mary Ellen 
Stafford, Teacher; Mrs. Marian Steinle, Secretary, 
Queens Community Council; Jeremiah Sullivan, Real 
Estate; Eamon Tucker, Musician; George C. Wibecan, 


Chairman, Crispus Attucks Community Council, 
Brooklyn. 
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WHO DRAFTED THE AMENDMENT? 


ip view of persistent charges by opponents of the 
Child Labor Amendment that it was drafted by 
persons whom they call “red,” the National Child 
Labor Committee recently wrote to George Wharton 
Pepper, Republican, of Pennsylvania, who was a mem- 
ber of the Judiciary Committee of the United States 
Senate when the Amendment was passed, asking him 
for a statement of the facts. His reply, received on 
February 27, 1936, states in part: 


I did take a hand in drafting the proposed Amendment. 
Senator McCormick and several of us who were his col- 
leagues were frequently in conference in regard to the draft. 
Everybody made suggestions. I doubt if the final draft could 
be ascribed to any one individual. All those who cooperated 
in producing the result were hundred per cent Americans 
2 | the suggestion that the drafting was influenced from 
abroad seems to me to be altogether fantastic. This, I think, 
sufficiently answers your question. 


Such affidavits, however, seem powerless to make 
any dent on the mentality of a certain type of news- 
paper editorial writer. Under the caption. “Why 
Humor These Three Old Maids?” the Jackson, Mis- 
sissippi, News stated on March 3, 1936: 


It was drafted by Mrs. Florence Kelley Wischnewetsky 
(gosh, what a name!), chief lobbyist for the creation of a 
Federal Children’s Bureau; in collaboration with Miss Grace 
Abbott, Miss Julia Lathrop and Miss Anna Louise Strong, 
all of the present Children’s Bureau maintained at Washing- 
ton—three old maids who have never had any children and 
therefore don’t know a darned thing about children. ... As 
for Misses Lathrop, Abbott and Strong—well, they are. . . 
merely bureaucrats at Washington, greedy for more power— 
want to control 45,000,000 children, even if they have none 
of their own. 


Compare this tirade with the comment on the work 
of Miss Lathrop and Miss Abbott in the New York 
Herald Tribune for June 24, 1934: 


Steadily, constructively, with unswerving fidelity to the 
truth and no deference to political expediency or flashy popu- 
larity, its two chiefs, Julia Lathrop and Grace Abbott, have 
for 22 years directed its activities in the unromantic field of 
collecting statistics, issuing pamphlets containing advice to 
mothers and aiding all sound measures for improving the 
general well-being of 43,000,000 American children. 


So much for the old maids’ greed for power! 





Anna Louise Strong “is now editor of the Moscow 
News, published in Moscow, Russia” according to the 
Jackson editorial, whose author apparently finds in 
this no impediment to her also being one of a trio of 
“bureaucrats at Washington greedy for power.” So 
perhaps it is scarcely worth while to point out the 
record in Who’s Who in America showing that Dr. 
Strong’s brief and minor connection with the Chil- 
dren’s Bureau was terminated in 1916, years before 
the Amendment was thought of; or the record of Julia 
Lathrop’s death in April, 1932. 

As for Mrs. Kelley, who also died in 1932, the at- 
tacks on her have been answered by Newton D. Baker, 
former Secretary of War, who says: 

The fact about Florence Kelley is that she was wholly and 
altogether the most patriotic, humane and enlightened intel- 


lect that I have known in any woman in the long course 
of my life. 


It would not have impaired the thorough-going 
Americanism of the Amendment if Mrs. Kelley had 
been more largely responsible for it than was in fact 
the case. 


THE FIRST HURDLE 


S THIS issue of the AMERICAN CHILD comes from 
the press a public hearing on the Child Labor 
Amendment will be taking place in Albany. This hear- 
ing is a tribute to the power of public opinion, for it 
was only after Mr. Charles C. Burlingham, Chairman 
of the Non-Partisan Committee for Ratification of 
the Federal Child Labor Amendment, had asked for a 
public explanation of the failure of the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee to call a hearing, and scores of pro- 
tests had been sent by individuals and organizations 
interested in the Amendment and in the observance 
of democratic principles of government, that a public 
hearing was granted. 

Mr. Frank P. Walsh, Chairman of the Catholic 
Citizens’ Committee for Ratification of the Amend- 
ment, will appear. ““We want the opportunity,” he 
said in a letter to William T. Byrne, Chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, “‘to call the attention of 
the Judiciary Committee to certain matters which have 
not previously been considered in connection with the 
measure, notably that it is in no way inimical to the 
philosophy of parental control or of the future of 
parochial schools.” 

It is hoped that this public discussion of the question _ 
will be followed by a floor vote on the Amendment. 
For eleven years the Senate Judiciary Committee has 
refused to report out the measure. Last year, so great 
was their fear of public criticism, that the vote was 
secret, each member of the Committee pledging him- 
self not to divulge how the others voted. This year 


public sentiment should require that the entire Senate 
record its opinion. 
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Republicans Declare for Amendment 


Denouncing the opposition to the Federal Child 
Labor Amendment as self-interested, the Advisory 
Welfare Committee of the New York County Repub- 
lican Committee recently unanimously endorsed the 
measure as necessary for the economic welfare of New 
York. “The attempt to persuade the public that the 
Amendment is not really a child labor amendment and 
that it is an insidious attempt to interfere with educa- 
tion or parental rights originated with the same self- 
interested groups which have consistently opposed all 
child labor legislation,’ the Committee states. ““These 
groups would find plenty of prejudice to exploit and 
fears to prey upon, if a new amendment were pro- 
posed.” 


What Is a Leg to a Newsboy? 


The attempt of newspaper publishers to have news- 
boys excluded from the compensation law has been 
mentioned in previous issues of the AMERICAN CHILD. 

Recently the State Insurance Board of Oklahoma 

~ ruled that compensation insurance should be carried 
for newsboys despite the plea of the Ponca City Pub- 
lishing Company that newsboys should not be classi- 
fied as employees but considered independent sales- 
men. 

The controversy will probably be carried to the 
State Supreme Court and the Board of Directors of 
the Oklahoma Press Association has voted financial 
assistance to the Ponca City Publishing Company in 
its fight to deny to newsboys their right to claim com- 
pensation for accidents incurred while at work. 


Worth Repeating! 


We are indebted to a correspondent in Nebraska 
for an apt answer to those who vehemently profess to 
believe that child labor is an abominable evil—but 
that the present Amendment is not the solution. Re- 
plying to a recent editorial in GooD HOUSEKEEPING 
along these lines, a member of the League of Women 
Voters of Nebraska wrote to the editor: 

“You remind me of a story that William Jennings 
Bryan used to tell out here: A father was advising his 
son who was taking over the management of his busi- 
ness, ‘Always subscribe in large amounts at the head 
of the list when a new church is being built—but then 
always object to the location.’ ”’ 





Latest Figures from New York 


Work permit figures for New York City during 
January and February show the same upward trend 
in child employment that has been evident ever since 
the NRA was declared unconstitutional last May. 
During the six-months’ period September 1935 to 
February 1936, inclusive, 7063 children 14 and 15 
years of age were certificated to leave school for work. 


HERE AND THERE 


This is three and a half times as great as the number 
certificated in the corresponding six months of 1934-5, 
which was 2044. For the same two periods, however, 
the number of permits issued to minors 16 years of 
age showed a decrease of more than a thousand! 
Younger, and undoubtedly lower-paid children, are 
taking the jobs that should go to older boys and girls. 


Fireworks in Massachusetts 


A dramatic hearing preceded the not unexpected 
defeat of the Child Labor Amendment in Massachu- 
setts last month. 

Francis P. Fenton, New England Organizer of the 
American Federation of Labor and a member of the — 
Catholic Citizens’ Committee for Ratification of the 
Amendment, declared that he knew the Catholic op- 
position was more than the proponents of the Amend- 
ment could overcome, but, he said, ‘I maintain that I 
and other Catholics have a right to have a voice in 
questions relating to industry and to the economic 
conditions under which we live.” Pointing to his am- 
putated arm, he declared, “I hate the Legislature for 
the way it has acted in the past; hate it when I recall 
that when 16 years of age I had this arm torn off in 
a printing shop.” 

Father Corrigan, appearing as the official speaker 
for Cardinal O’Connell, branded the Amendment as 
“the reddest thing that ever came out of Red Russia,” 
while proponents of the Amendment pointed out that 
it had been favored by the late Senator Henry Cabot 
Lodge and former President Coolidge. ‘If they were 
Communists,” declared LaRue Brown, prominent 
Boston attorney, “I am proud to have been associated 
with them.” 


FITTING THE SCHOOL TO THE 
CHILD 


THREE panel discussion on ‘Fitting the School 

to the Child” will be held under the auspices of 

the Public Education Association in New York City 
during April and May. . 


April 20: At the hall of the Ethical Culture Society, 
2 West 64th Street. Dr. V. T. Thayer, Edu- 
cational Director, Ethical Culture Schools, 
speaker. 

April 27: At the Horace Mann School, 120th Street 
and Broadway. Dr. Rollo G. Reynolds, Prin- 
cipal, Horace Mann School, speaker. 


May 4: At the Dalton School, 108 East 89th Street. 
Miss Elisabeth A. Irwin, Principal, The Lit- 
tle Red School House, speaker. 


These meetings are open to the public and further 
information can be secured from the Public Education 
Association, 745 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
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HAVE YOU READ— 


APPRENTICE TRAINING: AN EXPLANATION OF THE OR- 
GANIZATION, THE ADMINISTRATION AND THE OBJEC- 
TIVES OF THE PROGRAM OF APPRENTICE TRAINING. 
Federal Committee on Apprentice Training, Washing- 
ton, D. C., December, 1935. 

Committees have been organized in 43 states to devel- 

op the program of apprenticeship for persons at least 

16 years of age entering into contract with an employer 

for 2000 or more hours of reasonably continuous em- 

ployment with participation in an approved program 
of training. The Foreword states the need for an 
apprenticeship program succinctly: 

During the past several years, young people have had little 
Opportunity to get started in a life work. At the same time, 
new trades, new industries, new machinery, new processes 
and new materials require greater skill and greater versa- 
tility of workers and also create much obsolescence among 
craftsmen. Disability, old age and death regularly take a 
large toll of the workers in the trades and industries. Coupled 
with this there has been a five-year moratorium on training 
young men. 

Since August 1935 the Apprentice Training Com- 
mittee has been affiliated with the National Youth 
Administration, Mr. William F. Patterson continuing 
as Executive Secretary of the Committee. 


CappDYING Erie County, N. Y. By Roy F. Woodbury and 
C. 1. Claflin. Children’s Aid and Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Children, Buffalo, N. Y., 1935. 
The study covers the results of detailed interviews 
with 152 golf caddies, of whom 37 were under 14 
years of age. One of the least desirable features of 
the work was the early morning hours required. 


THE 
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I believe that the Federal Child Labor Amendment should be ratified and I enclose $............ for the support 
of your work. : 


CHILDREN’S 
MAGNA 


CHARTA 


WOMEN WORKERS NOT WORTHY OF 
THEIR HIRE 


fp 4-3 decision of the New York Court of Ap- 
peals on March 3 declaring the New York Min- 
imum Wage Law unconstitutional came as a blow to 
the whole movement for social legislation. Based 
on the United States Supreme Court decision in the 
Adkins case thirteen years ago, it seems to lead to a 
hopeless impasse in which neither Federal nor State 
Government has the power to prevent the exploitation 
of women workers at oppressive and unreasonable 
wages. 


The jurisdiction of the law in regard to minors 
under 21 was not brought into the case, and the law 
is still in force so far as minors are concerned. 


Following the decision, the New York Department 
of Labor issued a statement urging laundry employers 
(the only industry as yet operating under a minimum 
wage order) to maintain wage rates unimpaired. The 
State Federation of Labor announced an immediate 
campaign to amend the New York State Constitution 
giving the Legislature power to enact minimum wage 
legislation. 


On March 18 New York State filed a brief with the 
United States Supreme Court asking it to find the New 
York minimum wage law constitutional inasmuch as 
it differed from the Act of Congress upon which the 
Supreme Court had made its decision of 13 years ago. 
Sixteen states have now adopted minimum wage legis- 
lation similar to the New York law. 
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